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How Northern Illinois Food Bank Works
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Who Does the Food Bank Serve? 

We provide more than 600,000 people 

across our 13 county service area in 

Northern Illinois nutritious meals. 

One in seven people face hunger in our 

service area, including one in five children.
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Food Bank Programs and Services 

Mobile Pantry

Direct Connect & 

Rapid Rescue

Child and Senior 

Nutrition Programs

Milk Program

Holiday Meal Boxes
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Member Agencies of 

Northern Illinois Food Bank

 50 Food Pantries

 20+ Other Feeding 

Sites (Soup Kitchens, 

residential homes, 

shelters, etc.)



6

Retail Partners of 

Northern Illinois Food Bank

 Over 400 Retail 

Partners in 13 

Counties

Manufactures

 Farms

 DuPage County –

100+ Retail Partners
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Network of Food Secure System

 Direct Connect
 Weekly Pick Ups
 January –

September 16, 
2017 = 6.5 million 
pounds

 5.4 million meals
 Fresh Rescue
 Milk2MyPlate
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In FY17, we provided 

14,430,000 lbs just to 

DuPage County through 

this network.

That’s 12,025,000 meals!

**213,852 of those meals 

are through SNAP!!**

The Impact



…But WHAT are 

we sourcing?
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Food Sourcing
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Misconception: There is no cost for donated 

products.

 Donated Item = Free

 Value-Added Processing (VAP) Fee
 Harvesting

 Transportation

 Boxing/Packaging
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Foods to Encourage (F2E) is 

Feeding America’s approach 

to estimate the nutritional 

contributions of food 

categories in food banks’ 

inventories.

The product categories 

within F2E are consistently 

inclusive of food items that 

meet the USDA 2015 Dietary 

Guidelines for Americans 

such as: fruits, vegetables, 

protein, dairy and whole 

grains.

Foods to Encourage (F2E)

To learn more, visit: 

https://hungerandhealth.feedingamerica.org/resour

ce/foods-to-encourage-background/

https://hungerandhealth.feedingamerica.org/resource/foods-to-encourage-background/
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Foods to Encourage (F2E)

 F2E Items are sometimes 
purchased to ensure a stable 
source

 Grants help offset the cost
 Ex: Feeding DuPage, 

Take50
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How Can 
You Help?



 Thank YOUR local grocery store

 Support Local Food Pantries

 Volunteer to pick up

 Funding

 Provide Equipment

 Vans, Coolers/Freezers

 Support financially

 F2E Items

 Provide a wider variety of produce

 Create and Support Community Gardens

 Using vacant land for community gardens

 The Resiliency Institute 

(http://www.theresiliencyinstitute.net/grow/growing-food-security-

garden/ )

 Incredible Edible 

(http://incredibleediblenetwork.org.uk/incredible-beginnings) 15

How can nutritional products be more 

accessible?

http://www.theresiliencyinstitute.net/grow/growing-food-security-garden/
http://incredibleediblenetwork.org.uk/incredible-beginnings
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